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Abstract 
Although the subjects of Bioethics Law and Biotechnology Law have been offered in various law schools in many parts of the 
world, it is not common for law schools in Malaysia to offer these 2 subjects.  Instead of offering Bioethics Law and 
Biotechnology Law as specialized subject either at the undergraduate of postgraduate level, many law schools in Malaysia prefer 
to incorporate components of Bioethics Law and Biotechnology Law in more traditional subjects like Intellectual Property Law 
and Medical Law. An assessment of law school syllabus at 6 public universities in Malaysia reveals that these components are 
inadequate to give sufficient exposure and understanding to Malaysian law students regarding bioethics and biotechnology law, 
especially pertinent bioethics issues.  
© 2011 Published by Elsevier Ltd. 
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1. Introduction 
The first law school in Malaysia was establisehd in 1953 and today there are 7 public law school in Malaysia. 
They are University Malaya (UM), University Kebangsaan Malaysia (UKM), International Islamic University of 
Malaysia (IIUM), Universiti Institut Teknologi Malaysia (UiTM), Universiti Utara Malaysia (UUM), Universiti 
Sains Islam Malaysia (USIM), and Universiti Sultan Zainal Abidin University (UNISZA). Just like in any other 
country, law is a professional degree, legal education is thus subjected to a strict regulatory monitoring by the 
Qualifying Board which is establieshd under the Legal Profession Act 1976. In Malaysia, law schools are required 
to teach 6 core law subject, i.e. Contract Law, Tort Law, Constitutional Law, Criminal Law, Land Law, Equity and 
Trust  Law  as  part  of  the  law  academic  curriculum  in  Malaysia.  Elective  subjects  such  as  Sale  of  Goods  Law,  
Consumer Law, Medical Law, Intellectual Property law and others are optional. To date, none of the law schools in 
Malaysia offer Bioethics Law and Biotechnology Law as core subjects or electives. Instead, common bioethics and 
biotech issues are discussed in more traditional subjects like intellectual property law and medical law.  
It is the purpose of this paper to report the contents of intellectual property law and medical law subject as 
currently offered in Malaysian law school and access its adequacy vis-a-vis that  offered   by  the  UNESCO Ethics  
Teaching Guidelines. 
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2. Present Scenario of Bioethics and Biotechnology Teaching in Malaysian Law School 
It is illustrated in table 1 below that all law school in Malaysia offer Intellectual Property Law and Medical Law 
either at the undergraduate level or postgraduate level or both. Intellectual Property Law essentially comprise of 
Copyright, Industrial Design, Trade Marks and Patent. One of the main component of  Intellectual Property Law, i.e. 
Patent law focusses primarilly on biotechnology patents, patentable inventions and non-patentable inventions.  
Interestingly, one of the ground for an otherwise patentable biotechnology invention to be considered as non-
patanteble is that of againts ordre public. Issues on biopiracy and patentability of traditional knowledge and genetic 
resources also trigger bioethics discussion.  
University Undergraduate Postgraduate ( Course)
Universiti Malaya (established 
1972)
Intellectual Property Law 
Healthcare and Ethics Law
Advanced Intellectual and Industrial 
Property law
Universiti Kebangsaan Malaysia 
(established 1986) 
Intellectual Property Law Advanced Intellectual Property Law
Medical Law 
Universiti Islam Antarabangsa 
Malaysia 
(established 1983) 
Intellectual Property Law 
Medical Law 
(Certificate in Medical Law) 
*Intellectual Property Law 
*Medical Law 
Universiti Teknologi MARA 
(established 1968/1978) 
Moral & Ethical Issues in 
Law
Intellectual Property Law I 
Intellectual Property Law II
LL.M (Intellectual Property) 
Universiti Utara Malaysia 
(established 2003)
Intellectual Property -








It is not difficult to how Medical Law is related to bioethics. Bioethics are discussed in nearly all areas of 
medico-legal issues such as medical negligence, informed consent, euthanasia, abortion, organ transplantation, brain 
death and stem cells research. 
3. UNESCO Ethics Core Curriculum  
UNESCO Ethics Core Curriculum had been agreed by 191 countries members according to the Universal 
Declaration on Bioethics and Human Rights on 19 October 2005. This document had been prepared with the main 
aim of introducing bioethics to universities. It is reported that many universities in many countries, including 
Malaysia do not offer Bioethics as a compulsory subject.2 Although the main target group for UNESCO Ethics Core 
Curriculum is medical students, social science students including law should also be given the opportunity to study 
Bioethics. This is because bioethics is not unique to the medical profession alone but it also relevant to every other 
profession.3
Bioethics component as offered by Medical Law at law schools is similar to that of the UNESCO Bioethics 
Education Syllabus. Both syllabuses covered medical ethics/ medical professionalism, legal issues in medical law 
such as abortion, paternalism, informed consent, the autonomy patient, brain death and others. Specialized issues 
covering Ethics Committee Policy Making, Health Professional Bioethics, Healthcare and Research Ethics form part 
of the Good Clinical Practice Workshops which are offered several times a year by the Ministry of Health.    
2 Bioethics Core Curriculum: Section 1: Syllabus Ethics Education Programme, Sector For Social and Human Sciences 
Division of Ethics of Science and Technology, United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization. Page 3 
3 Ibid, Page  3 
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4. Suggestion and Conclusion 
The offering of Intellectual Property Law and Medical Law with strong components of bioethics is laudable. It is 
also timely that Bioethics and Biotechnology Law is made compulsory to all law schools in Malaysia.  But in order 
to do this, a concerted effort among the Law Dean Council, the Bar Council and the Qualifying Board must be 
established. The involvement of the Medical Council may also be useful. The road to having Bioethics and 
Biotechnology Law as a compulsory subject may take a while, resistance from traditionalist is expected, not to 
mention the current contact hours a law student has to complete prior to graduation. But it is almost certain that 
Malaysia will certainly benefit having lawyers skilled in bioethics. 
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